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SUBJ: SWAPO RAID INTO OVAMBO 

1 . FONMIN BOTHA CALLED MY BRITISH AND FRENCH COLLEAGUES 
AND ME TO HIS OFFICE AT 5 P.M. TODAY TO INFORM US OF AN 
INCIDENT INVOLVING SWAPO IN OVAMBO AREA THIS MORNING. 

DFA SECRETARY BRAND FOURIE WAS ALSO PRESENT. BOTHA SAID 
THAT AROUND 1 OR 2 A.M. TODAY A GROUP OF SWAPO TERRORISTS 
NUMBERING ABOUT 30 AND ARMED WITH "FN-TYPE" WEAPONS 
ENTERED THE ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSION STATION AT ENAMULENGE 
AND KIDNAPPED THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 3 WHITE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRIESTS, 2 BLACK TEACHERS, ONE BLACK CHIEF, 51 BLACK 
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS, 40 BLACK HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS AND 29 
VERY YOUNG PRIMARY SCHOOL GIRLS. THEY CUT THE TELEPHONE 
WIRES AND MADE OFF WITH ONE 5-TON BEDFORD TRUCK AND A 
PICK-UP TRUCK. BOTHA DESCRIBED THE MISSION STATION AS 
NOT FAR FROM THE TOWN OF OMBULANTU WHICH IS LOCATED 
SOUTHEAST OF THE RUACANA FALLS AND NOT LESS THAN 15 MILES 
FROM THE BORDER. 
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2. CONTINUING WITH HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE INCIDENT, BOTHA 
SAID THAT ONE OF THE PRIESTS MANAGED TO ESCAPE AT THE TIME 
OF THE INCIDENT AND REPORTED TO THE POLICE. SECURITY 
PERSONNEL IMMEDIATELY TOOK UP THE CHASE AND SUCCEEDED IN 
OVERTAKING THE PICK UP TRUCK JUST INSIDE THE SWA BORDER. 

IN THIS ACTION THEY RESCURED THE TWO REMAINING WHITE PRIESTS 
AND TWO OF THE CHILDREN. AS FAR AS BOTHA KNEW NONE OF THE 
KIDNAPPERS WERE CAPTURED OR KILLED. 

3. BOTHA SAID THAT THE SECURITY FORCES ARE ON THE 
TRAIL OF THE KIDNAPPERS. HE AFFIRMED THAT THERE WAS NO 
QUESTION ABOUT THE FACTS, ADDING THAT "IT IS POSSIBLE WE 
MAY HAVE TO CROSS THE BORDER TO FREE THE CHILDREN-THERE IS 
NO OTHER OPTION UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES." HE WENT ON TO NOTE 
THAT THIS TYPE OF THING HAPPENS EVERY TIME THAT A PEACEFUL 
MOVE IS UNDERWAY. "THIS IS THE TYPE OF PEOPLE," HE ADDED, 

"WITH WHOM WE MUST DEAL. IT IS A SENSELESS THING, 

ABSOLUTELY SENSELESS." AT THIS POINT BRAND FOURIE 

ENTERED THE CONVERSATION TO NOTE THE BAD PSYCHOLOGICAL 
IMPACT THAT THIS INCIDENT WILL HAVE ON THE 
TURNHALLE. SWAPO HAS DONE THIS, HE SAID, ON THE EVE 
OF THE 5-POWER TALKS AND THIS WILL CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE 
THAT WILL MAKE IT MUCH HARDER TO GET ANYTHING OUT OF THE 
TURNHALLE ON SWAPO. LATER IN THE CONVERSATION HE REPEATED 
THIS POINT. 

4. BOTHA CONCLUDED THE BRIEFING BY SAYING THAT HE WANTED OUR 
GOVERNMENTS TO GET THE FACTS, SUCH AS ARE KNOWN AT THE 
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PRESENT TIME, AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE FROM THE SAG BEFORE 
THEY LEARNED OF THE INCIDENT THROUGH OTHER MEANS. HE SAID 
THAT HE WAS IN TOUCH WITH THE SECURITY FORCES AND WILL KEEP 
US INFORMED. 

5. REFERRING TO HIS EARLIER STATEMENT ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SAG FORCES CROSSING THE BORDER TO RESCUE THE CHILDREN, 

I ASKED WHETHER THE PURSUERS HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO CROSS 
THE BORDER AND WERE ALREADY ON THE ANGOLAN SIDE. BOTHA 
SAID THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES 
HAD ACTUALLY CROSSED THE BORDER BUT THAT THE POSSIBILITY 
EXISTED AND HE WANTED US TO KNOW THIS. I THEN ASKED WHETHER 
SAG OFFICIALS AT RUACANA HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH ANGOLAN 
AUTHORITIES TO ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT IN GETTING THE CHILDREN 
BACK. BOTHA SAID HE DID NOT KNOW; HAD NOT THOUGHT OF 

THIS BUT CONSIDERED IT A GOOD IDEA AND WOULD CONSULT 
THE PRIME MINISTER. 
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6. WE HAVE NO INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF THE INCIDENT. 

AT THIS STAGE I HESITATE TO COMMENT ON THE IMPLICATIONS 
BUT IT COULD BE USED TO BUTTRESS A HARD LINE ON FUTURE 
CONTACTS WITH SWAPO.BOWDLER 
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